
 

 
Then Mary said,  

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Luke 1:38 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The 
angel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is 
perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but 
she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only 
as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we 
hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 
 

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the Friendship Register. Please sign the 
register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify visitors. Please 
hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Five  
Our parament colors are blue, suggesting hope. 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION  Timothy Olsen 

Alleluia. Here I am, the servant of the Lord;  
let it be with me according to your word. Alleluia. 

( Luke 1:38) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 659 J.S. Bach 
We stand. 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the T Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy,  
loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  
In the name of T Jesus Christ,  
your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power  
through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 245 Creator of the Stars of Night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
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We sit. 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

PRAYER 
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, 
sharing our flesh and bones. 
As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, 
so we dream and wait for you. 
Bless us and let your face shine upon us, 
more radiant than these candles, 
and more dear than all else we seek. 
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
and banish all our fears. 
We pray in the name of Emmanuel, 
your promised child and our Savior.  Amen. 

 HYMN 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (stanza 4 only) TIF IN VELDELE 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 
WELCOME 
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T WORD T 
FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have 
in mind; for the LORD is with you.” But that same night the word of the LORD came to 
Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 
house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the 
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 
you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off 
all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the 
great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and 
I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that 
the LORD will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
 
MAGNIFICAT Luke 1:46b-55  HYMN 251 KINGSFOLD 
 
SECOND READING Romans 16:25-27 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but 
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 
GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38 
The holy gospel according to Luke. The assembly responds: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 
The gospel of the Lord. The assembly responds: Praise to you, O Christ. 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON Vicar Hannah Norem 
We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 
God’s day of restoration. 
Each portion of the prayers conclude: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and 
everlasting mercy.  
Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another. Please honor those who prefer not to 
physically share the peace. 

We sit. 

T MEAL T 
OFFERING 
We pass the offering plates in recognition that we are all invited to participate in sharing the gifts of abundance 
with what God has first given us. We recognize that many share their financial gifts online or at different 
frequencies; passing the plates connects us in our giving, no matter how we share. Please pass the plate down the 
pew and then onto the next row.  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Hugo Distler 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as prophets long have sung, 
It came a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 
Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 

We stand. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN 

 
 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God,  
maker of all things.  
Through your goodness  
you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
  



 13 

AGNUS DEI  

 
We sit. 

COMMUNION 
You are invited forward to receive the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you 
need a gluten-free wafer. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. Those who would like to 
receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands over their chest when they come forward. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond Amen. 

  



 14 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION   
 HYMN 258 Unexpected and Mysterious ST. HELENA 

We stand. 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  
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Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The God of all grace T bless you now and forever. Amen. 
The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 263 Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

Stanzas 1-4, 6 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God!  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 599 J.S. Bach 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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