
 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:16 

 
Third Sunday of Advent 
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Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 
 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the 
psalmist make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts 
of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so 
much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are 
happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a 
foretaste of God’s party. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 
 

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the Friendship Register. Please sign the 
register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify visitors. Please 
hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Five  
Our parament colors are blue, suggesting hope. 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION  Timothy Olsen 
Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you. Alleluia. 

( Matthew 11:10) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Savior of the Nations, Come arr. Cathy Moklebust 
Handbell Choir 

We stand. 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the T Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy,  
loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  
In the name of T Jesus Christ,  
your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power  
through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn REJOICE, REJOICE 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
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We sit. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
PRAYER 

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 
You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 
Bless us as this light grows, 
and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 
Give us strength and patience, 
trusting that you are true to your promises. 
Transform the lives of all who suffer 
with your wonders near at hand.  Amen. 

 HYMN 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (stanza 3 only) TIF IN VELDELE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 
display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the LORD love 
justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 
whom the LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 126 Setting by Mark Sedio 
Refrain (Sung once by the choir, repeated by the choir and assembly) 

 
(Verses sung by the Assembly) 

 
      1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.” 
 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R 
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R	

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The holy gospel according to John. The assembly responds: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, 
“I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let 
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the 
one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
The gospel of the Lord. The assembly responds: Praise to you, O Christ. 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

ANTHEM Light One Candle Natalie Sleeth 

Children’s Choir 

SERMON Rev. Paul A. Wollner 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 266 All Earth Is Hopeful TODA LA TIERRA 
Stanza 1 (in Spanish) – Choir 

Stanzas 1-4 (in English) – Assembly 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 
God’s day of restoration. 
Each portion of the prayers conclude: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and 
everlasting mercy. 
Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another. Please honor those who prefer not to 
physically share the peace. 

We sit. 

T MEAL T 
OFFERING 
We pass the offering plates in recognition that we are all invited to participate in sharing the gifts of abundance 
with what God has first given us. We recognize that many share their financial gifts online or at different 
frequencies; passing the plates connects us in our giving, no matter how we share. Please pass the plate down the 
pew and then onto the next row.  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM As the Dark Awaits the Dawn text: Susan Palo Cherwien 
  music: Carl Schalk 

As the dark awaits the dawn, so we await your light. 
O Star of promise, scatter night, loving bright, till shades of fear are gone. 
As the blue expectant hour before the silv’ring skies, 
We long to see your day arise, whole and wise, O lucent Morning Star. 
As the moon reflects the sun until the night’s decrease, 
May we your healing light release, living peace, unto your holy dawn. 
Shine your future on this place, enlighten ev’ry guest, 
That through us stream your holiness, bright and blest; come dawn, O Sun of grace. 

We stand. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN 

 
 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God,  
maker of all things.  
Through your goodness  
you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

  



 10 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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AGNUS DEI  

 
We sit. 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive 
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer. The pastors 
will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion 
are asked to cross their hands when they come forward. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond Amen. 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION   
 HYMN 241 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You WIE SOLL ICH DICH EMPFANGEN 

We stand. 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  
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Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The God of all grace T bless you now and forever. Amen. 
The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 248 People, Look East BESANÇON 

We sit. (Visitors are welcome to leave at this time.) 

ANNUAL MEETING 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God! 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY People, Look East Rebecca Groom te Velde 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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