
 
But let justice roll down like waters,  

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
Amos 5:24 

 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 12, 2023  

11:00 AM 
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us 
to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the 
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every 
time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and 
the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 
 

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the Friendship Register. Please sign the 
register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify visitors. Please 
hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Four 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION  Timothy Olsen 

Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready,  
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia.  

( Matthew 24:42, 44) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Offertory  Florence Price 
Addy Knepp, Music Intern 

We stand. 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be God  
the one who forms us, 
T Jesus who bears the cross, 
the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice,  
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed  
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have  
for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused,  
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you 
and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 
In T Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 
The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 441 Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand  
 LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you.  
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KYRIE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 
We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24 
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is 
darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the 
house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of 
the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your 
festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of 
your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will 
not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 70  

 

       1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 
  O LORD, make | haste to help me. 
 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. 
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 
  turn back because | of their shame. 
 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!” 
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. 
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry 
of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend 
from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 
the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
We stand. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       
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GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will 
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord.   

 
We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
SERMON Vicar Hannah Norem 
We stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY 785 When Peace like a River VILLE DU HAVRE 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 
Each portion of the prayers conclude: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another. Please honor those who prefer not 
to physically share the peace. 
We sit. 
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T MEAL T 
OFFERING 
We pass the offering plates in recognition that we are all invited to participate in sharing the gifts of abundance 
with what God has first given us. We recognize that many share their financial gifts online or at different 
frequencies; passing the plates connects us in our giving, no matter how we share. Please pass the plate down the 
pew and then onto the next row. 
*OFFERTORY ANTHEM For God Risk Everything text: Thomas Troegger 
   music: Sally Ann Morris 
 For God risk ev’rything! Since ev’rything we own 
 our laughter, tears, the songs we sing, our breath, our flesh and bone, 
 are no more ours to keep than wind that rushes by 
 or dreams that flicker in our sleep or clouds that fade to sky. 
 How shriveled, Lord, the soul that grips what it receives, 
 and dares not free its anxious hold but foolishly believes 
 that you are too severe to pardon any loss, 
 forgetting how your son made clear forgiveness on the cross. 
 From hearts that hide and hoard the treasures that you send  
 free us, till we by faith, O Lord, shall act as you intend 
 till we risk all for you, risk everything you give, 
 and risking, learn what Jesus knew: by risking all, we live. 
  
We stand. 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
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Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
who preached good news to the poor,  
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,  
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,  
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

AGNUS DEI  

 
We sit. 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive 
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape 
juice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welcome 
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. 
Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond Amen. 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
 *HYMN ACS 977 Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table COPELAND 

   
We stand. 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE O Lord, We Praise You 
GOTT SEI GELOBET UND GEBENEDEIET 

 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
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T SENDING T 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you…and T give you peace. 

  
 
The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 717 Let Justice Flow like Streams ST. THOMAS  

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God!  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Nun danket alle Gott Sigfried Karg-Elert 
 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
*Thomas Troeger’s hymn “For God Risk Everything” and its companion tune ARMITAGE 
were commissioned by the choir of Augsburg Church for a hymn festival in 1996. The text is 
a powerful reminder that discipleship of the gifts God has given us is a choice, and that that 
choice carries with it risks. And in taking those risks we “learn what Jesus knew: by risking all, 
we live.” 
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Divine Doodles 
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AUGSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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www.alcws.org           (336) 722-8144  

A member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, North Carolina Synod 
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