
 

 
But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying 

to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a 
denarius, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 

“Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to them,  
“So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

Matthew 22:18-21 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
October 22, 2023  

11:00 AM 
 Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine 
purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor 
what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship 
reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly 
authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service 
of God and for the sake of the world. 

AUGSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH • 845 WEST FIFTH STREET • WINSTON-SALEM • NORTH CAROLINA 



 2 

The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 
 

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the “Friendship Register.” Please 
sign the register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify 
visitors. Please hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of 
the Hymn of the Day. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Nine  

The paraments are green during the time after Pentecost. Green is used to indicate our growth in faith as we 
follow the teachings and ministry of Christ. 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION William Stevens 

Alleluia. Shine like stars in the world,  
holding fast to the word of life. Alleluia. 

(Philippians 2:15, 16) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Tierce en Taille François Couperin 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be God  
the one who forms us, 

T Jesus who bears the cross, 
the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice,  
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed  
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have  
for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused,  
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you 
and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In T Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus 
into this holy place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 713 O God of Every Nation LLANGLOFFAN 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Isaiah 45:1-7 
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates 
shall not be closed: I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the 
doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness 
and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of 
Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 
call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I am the LORD, and 
there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so that 
they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides 
me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I make weal and 
create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

*PSALM 96 Metrical Psalm by Michael Morgon 
Stanza 1: Choir; Stanzas 2-4: ALL Music: William Stevens 
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and 
mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work 
of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the 
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your 
sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received 
the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us 
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve 
a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-22 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
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Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you 
do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the 
test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; 
and they left him and went away. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON Rev. Paul A. Wollner 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 580 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord REPTON 

We sit. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM p. 227 

We stand. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

Each portion of the prayers conclude: 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending 
love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another. Please honor those who prefer not 
to physically share the peace. 

We sit. 

T MEAL T 
OFFERING 
We pass the offering plates in recognition that we are all invited to participate in sharing the gifts of abundance 
with what God has first given us. We recognize that many share their financial gifts online or at different 
frequencies; passing the plates connects us in our giving, no matter how we share. Please pass the plate down 
the pew and then onto the next row. 

OFFERTORY Give Almes of Thy Goods text: Offertory Sentence from 
    The Book of Common Prayer 
    music: Christopher Tye 
 Give almes of thy goods,  
 and turn never thy face from any poor man: 
 and then the face of the Lord  
 shall not be turned away from thee. 
  
We stand. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

Let us pray. 

God of power, God of plenty, 
all things belong to you. 
We bring your gifts to the table, 
that all might be fed. 
Form us into the body of your Beloved, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS ELW 868 JESAIA, DEM PROPHETEN 
(Sung by the assembly) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness;  
… 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
… 

We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, 
when Christ will come again in beauty and power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we and all who share in this bread and cup 
may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, 
and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, and unite them 
with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen, amen, amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
We sit. 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive 
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape 
juice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welcome 
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. 
Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

and each person may respond Amen. 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
 HYMN 709 When Our Song Says Peace JENKINS 

We stand. 

TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Nunc dimittis 

 
Let us pray. 
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen. 
 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 

The God of glory, T Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
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The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Michael Burkhardt 

*The 96th psalm is a grand hymn of praise calling on the reader to sing a new song to the 
Lord, a command which has inspired countless composers over the centuries. Michael 
Morgan’s poetic setting does a vivid job of expressing our joy in proclaiming God’s glory. 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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