Psalm 23

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 15, 2023

11:00 AM

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe
away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not
come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table
before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and
we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and
thirsting for the abundant life of God.
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God
by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through
worship, witness, education, service and fellowship.

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the “Friendship Register.” Please
sign the register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify
visitors. Please hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of
the Hymn of the Day.

HOLY COMMUNION
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Nine

The paraments are green during the time after Pentecost. Green is used to indicate onr growth in faith as we
Sollow the teachings and ministry of Christ.

v« GATHERING

ACCLAMATION William Stevens
Alleluia. This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in God’s salvation. Alleluia.

(Isaiah 25:9)
PRELUDE Father, We Praise Thee art. Jacob B. Weber
Handbell Choir
We stand.
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be God
the one who forms us,

T Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.



Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.

In I Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus
into this holy place and time of corporate worship.

GATHERING HYMN 553 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies RATISBON

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Refrain
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3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and join in the
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

After the prayer the assenbly responds: Amen.
We sit.
WELCOME

I WORD -

FIRST READING Isaiah 25:1-9

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore
strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a
refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a
shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of
aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the
ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of
rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the
LORD God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our
God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have
waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The word of the Lotrd. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23 Setting by Mark Sedio
Refrain (Sung once by the choir, repeated by the choir and assembly)
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"The LORD! is my shepherd,;
I shall not ! be in want.
*The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
*You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ! fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

*You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.

SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

SECOND READING Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord
in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers,
whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let
your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing
the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of
peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.
We stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter - nal life.




GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
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Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other
slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding
banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said
to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall
was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here
without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind
him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Rev. Paul A. Wollner
We stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY 772 Oh That the Lord Would Guide My Ways EVAN
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the
wortld, and all in need.

Each portion of the prayers conclude:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending
love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another. Please honor those who prefer not
to physically share the peace.

We sit.
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I« MEAL

OFFERING
We pass the offering plates in recognition that we are all invited to participate in sharing the gifts of abundance
with what God has first given us. We recognize that many share their financial gifts online or at different
frequencies; passing the plates connects us in our giving, no matter how we share. Please pass the plate down
the pew and then onto the next row.
OFFERTORY Sing to the Lord, New Songs Be Raising
text: Théodore de Beéze; tr. Franks Stoldt
Sing to the Lord, new songs be raising; music: Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck
Sing out, O earth, with endless praising.
Sing out, and bless his holy name;
And from day to day share good news
And tell of God’s great deeds amazing.

We stand.
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OFFERTORY HYMN
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Let us pray.

God of power, God of plenty,

all things belong to you.

We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

13




GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

SANCTUS ELIF 868 JESAIA, DEM PROPHETEN
(Sung by the Assembly)

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness;

you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence.
We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us.

We thank you for the new world to come and for the love that will rule all in all.
We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen,

the people of your promise:

the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land,

the memory of the ancestors, the homecoming from exile,

and the prophets’ words that will not be in vain.

In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son,

who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the incarnation of your Son:

his human birth and the covenant he made with us.
We remember the sacrifice of his life:

his eating with outcasts and sinners,

and his acceptance of death.

But chiefly we remember his rising from the tomb,
his ascension to the seat of power,

and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit.

We cry out for the resurrection of our lives,
when Christ will come again in beauty and power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we and all who share in this bread and cup

may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven,

and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place, and unite them

with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest

until he comes as victorious Lotd of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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We sit.
COMMUNION

Holy Commmunion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape
Juice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welcome
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward.
Those who wonld like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
HYMN 462 Now We Join in Celebration SCHMUCKE DICH

We stand.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Nunc dimittis
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Let us pray.

Blessed be your name, O God,

for we have feasted on your Word,

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

T« SENDING =
BLESSING

The God of gloty, "I+ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spitit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever.
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The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctnary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain
facing the cross for the dismissal.

SENDING HYMN 547 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing THE ASH GROVE
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. God is at work in you.

Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Fanfare Jacques Lemmens

Soli Deo Gloria

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Angsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #S5.A85003858. Psalm Refrains from Psalter for Worship, Year A, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, adnin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.
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