The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah,
to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort;

so Jonah was very happy about the bush.

Jonah 4:6

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24, 2023

11:00 AM

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind
about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious
and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God
that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy
we are all beggars.
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God
by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through
worship, witness, education, service and fellowship.

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the “Friendship Register.” Please
sign the register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify
visitors. Please hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of
the Hymn of the Day.

HOLY COMMUNION
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Nine

The paraments are green during the time after Pentecost. Green is used to indicate onr growth in faith as we
Sollow the teachings and ministry of Christ.

v« GATHERING

ACCLAMATION William Stevens
Alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, to give heed to what is said by your Son. Alleluia.
OPENING PRELUDE A Mighty Fortress Is Our God arr. Carol Tornquist
Sandy Beard, piano

We stand.
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may marke the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be God
the one who forms us,

I Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.



Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.

In I Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus
into this holy place and time of corporate worship.

GATHERING HYMN 688 Lord of Light ABBOT’S LEIGH

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

After the prayer the assenbly responds: Amen.
We sit.
WELCOME

I WORD -

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah]| did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did
not do it. But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than
to live.” And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the
city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The LORD God appointed a bush, and
made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort;
so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint
and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” But God said
to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough
to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor
and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should
I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred
and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also
many animals?”

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 145:1-8
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'T will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.
*Every day | will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.
’Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.
*One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- ! clare your power.
°T will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.
“They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and I will re- | count your greatness.
"They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.
*The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the
gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith
of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of
their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted
you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you
are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

The word of the Lotrd. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.
We stand.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16
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Glo-ry to you, O Lord.

You have the words of e-ter - nal life.




[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and
the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose
to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON Rev. Dr. Ronald Rinn

We stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY 769 If You But Trust in God to Guide You
WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and
the needs of our neighbors.

Each portion of the prayers conclude:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart,

trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another. Please honor those who prefer not
to physically share the peace.

We sit.

10



I« MEAL

OFFERING

We pass the offering plates in recognition that we are all invited to participate in sharing the gifts of abundance
with what God has first given us. We recognize that many share their financial gifts online or at different
frequencies; passing the plates connects us in our giving, no matter how we share. Please pass the plate down
the pew and then onto the next row.

OFFERTORY Cantate Domino Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni
Cantate Domino canticum novunm,
Laus eius in ecclesia sanctorum.
Laetetur Israel in eo qui fecit eumsy;
et filiae Sion excultent in rege suo.

Sing unto the Lord a new song,

His praise in the assembly of the upright.

May Israel be glad in Him who made him;

and may the daughters of Zion be joyful in their King.

We stand.
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OFFERTORY HYMN
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Let us pray.
God of power, God of plenty,
all things belong to you.
We bring your gifts to the table,
that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness;

you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence.
We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us.

We thank you for the new world to come and for the love that will rule all in all.
We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen,

the people of your promise:

the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land,

the memory of the ancestors, the homecoming from exile,

and the prophets’ words that will not be in vain.

In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son,

who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the incarnation of your Son:

his human birth and the covenant he made with us.
We remember the sacrifice of his life:

his eating with outcasts and sinners,

and his acceptance of death.

But chiefly we remember his rising from the tomb,
his ascension to the seat of power,

and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit.
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We cry out for the resurrection of our lives,
when Christ will come again in beauty and power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we and all who share in this bread and cup

may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven,

and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place, and unite them

with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest

until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace
We sit.
COMMUNION

Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape
Jjuice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welconme
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward.
Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward.

When giving the bread and cup, the commmunion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

HYMN 358 Great God, Your Love Has Called Us

We stand.
TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Nunc dimittis
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peo - ple Is - ra- el Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace.
Let us pray.

Blessed be your name, O God,

for we have feasted on your Word,

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.
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v SENDING -
BLESSING

The God of gloty, I+ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spitit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever.
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The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. Al remain
facing the cross for the dismissal.

SENDING HYMN 669 Rise Up, O Saints of God! FESTAL SONG

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY If You But Trust in God to Guide You

Soli Deo Gloria

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annnal License #5.A5003858.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.
Permission to podeast | stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A4707232.
All rights reserved.
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AUGSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH

845 West Fifth Street, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27101
www.alcws.org (336) 722-8144
A member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, North Carolina Synod
Rostered Ministers of Word and Sacrament
The Reverend Paul A. Wollner, Senior Pastor*
The Reverend Joe Yucha, Associate Pastor
Rostered Minister of Word and Service
The Reverend Katie B. Bryant, Youth & Emerging Ministries

Our rostered ministers observe Friday as their sabbath day. *Pastor Paul is on sabbatical through Oct. 9.
Please refer to the announcement sheet for the pastor on call.

Daniele Olsen: Executive Assistant Dr. Timothy Olsen: Cantor
Ktris Andrews: Interim Financial Administrator Christin Barnhardt: Handbell & Children’s Music Director
Reggie Jackson: Lead Sexton Hannah Norem: Vicar & Communications Coordinator
Catl Davis: Sexton Robin Welch: Youth & Outreach Coordinator

Aungsburg Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation
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