
 
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart  

to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary  
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 

Luke 24:25-26  
Third Sunday of Easter 

April 23, 2023 
11:00 AM 

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 
 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome 
with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was 
crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with 
them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday 
our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ 
appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus 
becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.   
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the Friendship Register. Please sign 
the register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify 
visitors. Please hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of the 
Hymn of the Day. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Four 

The paraments are white, which suggests the joy of the resurrection, during the season of Easter. 

T GATHERING T 

ACCLAMATION  Timothy Olsen 
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia. 

(Luke 24:32) 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Now We Join in Celebration (SCHMÜCKE DICH), BWV 654  

J.S. Bach 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into 
this holy place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 368 With High Delight Let Us Unite MIT FREUDEN ZART 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 

FIRST READING Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], “Therefore let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may 
be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for 
your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, 
and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 setting by Mark Sedio 

Refrain (Sung once by the choir, repeated by the choir and assembly) 

 

Psalm Tone (verses sung by the assembly) 

 
 

      1I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 
  and listened to my | supplication, 
 2for the  LORD has given | ear to me 
  whenev- | er I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 
  I came to | grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name | of the  LORD: 
  “O  LORD, I pray you, | save my life.”  R  

    12How shall I re- | pay the  LORD 
  for all the good things God has | done for me? 
 13I will lift the cup | of salvation 
  and call on the name | of the  LORD. 
 14I will fulfill my vows | to the  LORD 
  in the presence of | all God’s people. 
 15Precious in your | sight, O  LORD, 
  is the death | of your servants. 
 16O  LORD, truly I | am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed  

             me | from my bonds. 
 17I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name | of the  LORD.  R  

     18I will fulfill my vows | to the  LORD 
  in the presence of | all God’s people, 
 19in the courts of | the LORD’S house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah!  R 
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SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:17-23 
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live 
in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the 
futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was 
destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your 
sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. Now that you have purified your souls 
by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply 
from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through 
the living and enduring word of God. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

       

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were 
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief 
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priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were 
at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and 
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not 
see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village 
to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, 
saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went 
in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got 
up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then 
they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

  
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON Rev. Paul A. Wollner 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 390 The Risen Christ WOODLANDS 
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NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

Each portion of the prayers conclude: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

We sit. 

T MEAL T 
OFFERING 
 OFFERTORY ANTHEM O For a Closer Walk with God text: William Cowper 

 music: C.V. Stanford  
O for a closer walk with God, A calm and heavenly frame; 
A light to shine upon the road That leads me to the Lamb! 
Return, O holy Dove, return! Sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn, And drove thee from my breast. 
So shall my walk be close with God, Calm and serene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road That leads me to the Lamb. 

We stand.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN 

      

 

Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 

When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 

Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   
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AGNUS DEI 

 
We sit. 

COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive 
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape 
juice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welcome 
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. 
Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
HYMN 522 As We Gather at Your Table IN BABILONE 

We stand. 
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TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Oh Lord, We Praise You 
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Let us pray. 
God of abundance,  
with this bread of life and cup of salvation  
you have united us with Christ,  
making us one with all your people.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

T SENDING T 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you…and T give you peace. Amen. 

The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ LINSTEAD 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Fanfare Jacques Lemmens 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 
1995 and 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658 - LIT. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.   

All rights reserved. 
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