
 

 
“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it,  

but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

John 3:8  
 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 5, 2023 

11:00 AM 
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

 
 

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at 
the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of 
water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God 
made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with 
Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all 
the world.  
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the Friendship Register. Please sign the 
register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify visitors. Please 
hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Five  

The paraments are purple during the season of Lent. This deep rich color has come to represent somberness and 
solemnity, penitence, and prayer.  

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION Timothy Olsen 

Return to the LORD, your God, who is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY All Who Believe and Are Baptized  
 Anonymous 18th c. German 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the T Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit  
that we may confess our sin,  
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us.  
We confess that we have turned from you  
and given ourselves into the power of sin.  
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  
In your compassion forgive us our sins,  
known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you,  
and uphold us by your Spirit,  
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of T Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into 
this holy place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 448 This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now LAND OF REST 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

  



 4 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4 
The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the 
one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So 
Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 121  Read responsively by verse; P-Pulpit side, L-Lectern Side 

P   1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
L  2My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
P   3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
L   4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep; 
P   5the LORD watches over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
L  6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
P  7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
L  8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
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SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 
as righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends 
on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he 
is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in 
the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist.  

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL John 3:1-17 

The holy gospel according to John. The assembly responds: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear 
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very 
truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” 

The gospel of the Lord. The assembly responds: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON Rev. Paul A. Wollner 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 676 Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak CANONBURY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation.  

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

We sit. 
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T MEAL T 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM God So Loved the World   John Stainer 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,  
that whoso believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;  
but that the world through him might be saved. 

 
We stand. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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Let us pray. 

Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

      
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  
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SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   
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AGNUS DEI 

 

We sit. 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive 
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape 
juice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welcome 
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. 
Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
HYMN 735 Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth NORWICH 
HYMN 442 All Who Believe and Are Baptized ES IST DAS HEIL 

 

We stand. 
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TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Nunc dimittis 

 
Let us pray. God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and 
blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves 
away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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T SENDING T 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen.  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of all grace T bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 660 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER  

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Prelude in A Minor, BWV 543 J.S. Bach 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658 - LIT. Permission to 
podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232. All rights reserved. 
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