
 
Oh, that my ways were made so direct that I might keep your statutes!  

Psalm 119:5 
 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 12, 2023  

11:00 AM 
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

 

In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and 
obeying God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten 
Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that 
honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole 
community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear 
of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 
 

Masks are optional inside all Augsburg facilities. Please be mindful of those who wish to 
remain distanced. 

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the Friendship Register. Please sign the 
register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify visitors. Please 
hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Three 

The paraments are green during the time after Epiphany. Green is used to indicate our growth in faith as we 
follow the teachings and ministry of Christ. 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION  Timothy Olsen 

Alleluia. You are the light of the world. A city set upon a hill cannot be hid. Alleluia.  
(Matthew 5:14) 

VOLUNTARY Andante from Trio Sonata in E Minor, BWV 528 J.S. Bach 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the T Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 582 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling IN BABILONE 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 
 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
[Moses said to the people:] See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity. If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you 
do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you 
today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan 
to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 
live, loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to 
you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your 
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 119:1-8 sung by the assembly 

 

 1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, 
  who follow the teaching | of the LORD! 
 2Happy are they who observe | your decrees 
  and seek you with | all their hearts, 
 3who never do | any wrong, 
  but always walk | in your ways. 
 4You laid down | your commandments, 
  that we should | fully keep them.  
 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 
  that I might | keep your statutes! 
 6Then I should not be | put to shame, 
  when I regard all | your commandments. 
 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 
  when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 
 8I will | keep your statutes; 
  do not utter- | ly forsake me. 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid 
food. Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is 
jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human 
inclinations? For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are 
you not merely human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you 
came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who 
gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and 
each will receive wages according to the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working 
together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL Matthew 5:33-48 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

 
 

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, 
but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either 
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one 
hair white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes 
from the evil one. You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, 
turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as 
well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who 
begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. You have heard 
that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and 
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

The gospel of the Lord.   

 
We sit. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON Hannah Norem 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer CWM RHONDDA 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Each portion of the prayers conclude: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen.  

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

We sit. 
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T MEAL T 

OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Cantique de Jean Racine   text: Harold Heiberg 

O Redeemer divine, our sole hope of salvation,  music: Gabriel Fauré 
Eternal light of the earth and the sky, we kneel in adoration,  
O Savior, turn on us Thy loving eye!  
Send down on us the fire of Thy grace all consuming,  
Whose wondrous might dispersed the powers of hell,  
And rouse our slumbering souls with radiance all illumining,  
That they may awaken Thy mercy to tell!  
O Christ bestow Thy blessing on us, we implore Thee,  
Who here are gathered on penitent knee,  
Accept the hymns we chant to Thine eternal glory  
And these Thy gifts we return unto Thee! 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  
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SANCTUS    

  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  
we await his coming in glory. 
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   
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AGNUS DEI 

 
We sit. 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive 
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape 
juice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welcome 
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. 
Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond Amen. 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
 HYMN 806 O God, My Faithful God  WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT 

We stand. 

TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Nunc dimittis 

 
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 

  
The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Fugue in G Minor, BWV 542ii J.S. Bach 
Julianne Zhu, Music Intern 
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The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. Permission to 
podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A707232. All rights reserved. 
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