
 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Matthew 5:10 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 29, 2023  

11:00 AM 
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find 
wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who 
hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in 
this countercultural way of living and serving. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 
 

Masks are optional inside all Augsburg facilities. Please be mindful of those who wish to 
remain distanced. 

On the center aisle of each pew is a folder known as the Friendship Register. Please sign the 
register and check if you are communing today. Be sure to review the sheet to identify visitors. Please 
hand the completed pages from the register to an usher during the singing of the Hymn of the Day. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Three 

The paraments are green during the time after Epiphany. Green is used to indicate our growth in faith as we 
follow the teachings and ministry of Christ. 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION  Timothy Olsen 

Alleluia. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. Alleluia.  
(Matthew 5:12) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY All Glory Be to God on High Johann Gottfried Walther  

We stand. 
RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the T Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 873 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! MARION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations 
of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I 
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD. With what shall I come before 
the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 15 sung by the assembly 

 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  
             a- | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, 
brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might 
boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

The gospel of the Lord.   

 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON Rev. Paul A. Wollner 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 659 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant THE SERVANT SONG 

COMMISSIONING OF STEPHEN LEADER see bulletin insert  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Each portion of the prayers conclude: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen.  

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 

We sit. 
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T MEAL T 

OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Blessed Are the Pure in Heart   text: John Keble 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see our God: music: H. Walford Davies 
The secret of the Lord is theirs, their soul is Christ’s abode. 
Still to the lowly soul he doth himself impart,  
And for his dwelling and his throne chooseth the pure in heart. 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

      

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS    
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   

AGNUS DEI 

 
We sit. 

COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is available to all who believe, through two options. Those who are able are invited forward to receive 
the bread and wine through the method of intinction. Please let an usher know if you need a gluten-free wafer or grape 
juice option. You may also choose to receive an individual pre-sealed communion kit from an usher that you are welcome 
to bring forward for the Eucharistic Proclamation. The pastors will come to the pews of those unable to come forward. 
Those who would like to receive a blessing instead of communion are asked to cross their hands when they come forward. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond Amen. 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
 HYMN 719 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life  WALTON 

We stand. 
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TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Nunc dimittis 

 
 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
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T SENDING T 
BLESSING 

  
The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain 
facing the cross for the dismissal. 

SENDING HYMN 551 The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve CHESTERFIELD  

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY All Glory Be to God on High Georg Böhm 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. Permission to 
podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A707232. All rights reserved. 
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