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First Sunday of Christmas
December 26, 2021
10:30 AM

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both
in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and
humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival
continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Four

T GATHERING T
OPENING VOLUNTARY In dulci jubilo
ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts
and let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Alleluia.
(Colossians 3:15, 16)

Paul Manz
Timothy Olsen

We stand.

RINGING OF THE BELL
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the T Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN 275 Angels, from the Realms of Glory

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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REGENT SQUARE

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen.
We sit.
WELCOME

T WORD T
FIRST READING 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother used to
make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to
offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May
the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and
then they would return to their home. Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature
and in favor with the LORD and with the people.
The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 148

ELW Tone 16

1

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD | from the heavens;
praise God | in the heights.
2
Praise the LORD, | all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
3
Praise the LORD, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you | shining stars.
4
Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
who commanded, and they | were created,
6
who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away.
7
Praise the LORD | from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8
fire and hail, | snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will;
9
mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
10
wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and | flying birds;
11
sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
12
young | men and maidens,
old and | young together.
13
Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
14
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING Colossians 3:12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.
The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.
We stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 2:41-52
The holy gospel according to Luke.

Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended
and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not
know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they
started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished;
and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I
have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand
what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient
to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom
and in years, and in divine and human favor.
The Gospel of the Lord.

We sit.
SERMON

Rev. Wollner

We stand.
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HYMN OF THE DAY 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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IN DULCI JUBILO

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Presentation
We stand.

Profession of Faith

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
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Thanksgiving at the Font

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, … in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Conrad James Andrews, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

Baptismal Prayer
Welcome

Let your light so shine…
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
Each portion of the prayers concludes:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident
of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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T MEAL T
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN

Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. When we drink this cup, we share the
blood of Christ.
The assembly responds
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself
to your disciples.
AGNUS DEI
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We sit.

COMMUNION

Today we will be communing using the individual communion kits that you received when checking in for worship. Glutenfree wafers are available when you check in. Please wait to take communion until the pastor comes to the end of the row
and shares the Eucharistic Proclamation with you. Visitors and children are welcome to receive communion. Those who
have never communed and would like to are encouraged to talk to a pastor. All who do not receive communion will receive
a blessing.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

T SENDING T
BLESSING
The Lord bless you…and T give you peace.
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SENDING HYMN 290 Go Tell It on the Mountain

GO TELL IT

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is born. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY In dulci jubilo, BWV 729

Soli Deo Gloria!
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J.S. Bach

Announcements

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of our parents, H.W.
(Chris) and Bernice Vaughan, and Fred and Stella Hasecke, by Keith and Lydia Vaughan.
This week we keep in prayer Jim and Vera Robinson, 845 Glen Echo Trail, Winston Salem,
NC 27106-5721. Please send Jim and Vera a note.
Pastor Paul’s Bible Study will be on hiatus until after the New Year.
Thank you for your continued support of Augsburg and its ministries! God’s Work is
made possible through your gifts. A reminder that any offerings that would be credited toward
2021 must be received to the office, or postmarked, by December 31. Please help us to end the
year in a healthy financial position.
2022 Offering Envelopes are ready and available for pickup in the Narthex outside the
Gathering Room. The envelope packets are organized alphabetically by last name. (Many of
you let us know that you no longer need envelopes for offering. We ordered fewer envelopes
and reassigned envelope numbers, so your number may have changed.) If you have any
questions, call Joyce Holton in the office at 336-722-8144. Envelopes not picked up by January
15 will be mailed to homes.
The Angel Tree is here! This year we will be supporting the children and families of Anthony’s
Plot in the Sunnyside neighborhood, who traditionally receive their gifts on Epiphany. The
Angel Tree is located in the Narthex outside of the Gathering Room. Take a star, sign the
clipboard, and buy a gift in the $20-30 range. Gifts are to be wrapped and returned to Augsburg
by January 3. If you have any questions or need help, please email katie@alcws.org. Thank you!
The Efird L. and Maria F. Hine Fund committee will meet for its Winter Quarter
meeting on Monday, January 24, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. All requests for financial grants should
be directed to The Hine Fund and should be in the church office no later than 12 noon on
Wednesday, January 12. The general purpose and intent of the Hine Fund is to “put into effect
a ministry of Christian mercy and concern in meeting human needs as the Church thinks Jesus
Christ Himself would have them met.”
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Augsburg’s Overflow Shelter is now open and there is so much you can do to help!
Pray for our guests and volunteers, sign-up for volunteer spots and donate supplies to help us
provide good hospitality and care for our shelter guests. Donations needed include: men’s
boxers, men’s crew socks, hotel/travel size toiletries, Lysol/Clorox wipes, coffee, sugar, paper
coffee cups, or laundry detergent. All donations can be left at the welcome tables at worship
or in the church office.
To sign up go to https://signup.com/go/AugsburgShelter. Email katie@alcws.org if you
have questions or would like to help.
Quilt Ministry will be on Christmas, New Year and Epiphany break from December 23—
January 6. We will start again January 13.
We keep you in prayer. Our pastors continue to be available for your pastoral care needs.
If you would like to reach a pastor, please send them an email. Pastor Paul is
seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is pastoralassociate@alcws.org.
Readings for next week: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1018
Worship attendance for services last week: 203 in person and 124 views on YouTube.

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.
All rights reserved.
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Don Eppert, Mark Galchutt
Carmen Menzel & Joanna Frock
Assisting
Lay Reader
Rev. Lori Carter
Rob Ulery
Preaching & Presiding
Crucifer
Rev. Paul Wollner
Nanette Shutt
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 26
First Sunday of Christmas with Holy Communion
10:30 a.m.
One service only – in sanctuary
January 2
Second Sunday of Christmas with Holy Communion
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:15 p.m.

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
January 6
Epiphany of Our Lord Vespers
7:00 p.m.

January 9
Baptism of Our Lord
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:15 p.m.
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