
 
 

…welcome with meekness the implanted word  
that has the power to save your souls. 

James 17:21 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 29, 2021 

9:00 AM; 6:00 PM  
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while 
the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external 
things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says 
God has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word 
when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us 
clean hearts. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

All worship participants are required to wear masks regardless of vaccination 
status. (Note: All those leading worship in the chancel or choir loft are vaccinated and will only remove 

masks while speaking or singing.) 
 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting X 

In-person worship rubrics will be found in bold italics. 

T GATHERING T 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, BWV 731 J.S. Bach 

ACCLAMATION Bruce Tippette 
Alleluia. God gave us birth by the word of truth  

so that we would become a kind of first fruits of creation. Alleluia.  
(James 1:18) 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

In-person worship: The congregation will sing the appointed stanzas of the Gathering Hymn as the 
assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus 
into this holy place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 520 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (Stanzas 1 & 4)  
   LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so 
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is 
giving you. You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 
from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 
You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God 
is whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as 
this entire law that I am setting before you today? But take care and watch yourselves closely, 
so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind 
all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 15 ELW Tone 4 

  
 
 1

 LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  
    a- | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
 

SECOND READING James 1:17-27 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of 
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of 
first fruits of his creatures. You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 
Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with 
meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, 
and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not 
doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, 
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they 
will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues 
but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  

 
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
[Jesus], they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without 
washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market 
unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of 
cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples 
not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, 
“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as 
doctrines.’ You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” Then he called 
the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing 
outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile. For it is 
from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come 
from within, and they defile a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
We sit. 
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SERMON Rev. Bryant 
In-person worship: The congregation will sing the appointed stanzas of the Hymn of the Day. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 806 O God, My Faithful God (Stanzas 1, 3, & 4)   
   WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need.  

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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T MEAL T 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

      
 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   

AGNUS DEI 

 
We sit. 
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COMMUNION 
Today we will be communing using the individual communion kits that you received when checking in for worship. Gluten-
free wafers are available when you check in. Please wait to take communion until the pastor comes to the end of the row 
and shares the Eucharistic Proclamation with you. Visitors and children are welcome to receive communion. Those who 
have never communed and would like to are encouraged to talk to a pastor. All who do not receive communion will receive 
a blessing.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 
 

We stand. 

TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks  
that you have set before us this feast,  
the body and blood of your Son.  
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need  
and to give ourselves away  
as bread for the hungry,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 

 
 
 
 
In-person worship: The congregation will sing the appointed portion of the Sending Hymn as the 
assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. 
All remain facing the cross for the dismissal. 
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SENDING HYMN 879 For the Beauty of the Earth (All Stanzas) DIX 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Postlude in D Healey Willan 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

 
The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 

2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.   

All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of her new granddaughter, 
Lillian Jane Fernbach, by Elisa Fernbach. 

This week we keep in prayer Reg and Kay Kahill, 4075 Havenwood Drive, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27106-2012. Please send Reg and Kay a note. 

There will be an ELCA Youth Gathering Parent information meeting this evening, 
Sunday, August 29 at 7:00 p.m. This is for parents of youth currently in grades 8-12. 

Join for our last Wine & Word Tuesday, August 31! We will gather at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Outdoor Gathering Space. Bring a chair if you like and wine to share–light snacks provided. To 
keep us all safe–there’s no glass in the grass (of the OGS), so we will have volunteers pouring 
wine at tables just outside the space. 

Augsburg’s Softball Team will be playing this week, Wednesday, September 1,  
6:30 p.m. at Washington Park field Number 4. Spectators are always welcome! If you are 
interested in joining the team, please email Hannah at hannah@alcws.org.  

The Church Office will be closed Monday, September 6, in observance of Labor Day. 

Bible study will return on Tuesday, September 7. Pastor Paul will lead a four-week course 
called “An In depth look at Nehemiah.” A Zoom link will be sent via Flocknote. 

We will return to our new worship service times Sunday, September 12 with services in 
the sanctuary at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Adult Sunday school will be held at 9:45 a.m. In 
addition, there will be a service in The Outdoor Gathering Space at 5:15 p.m. 

On September 12, following the Sunday morning services, Augsburg will connect with 
other ELCA Lutherans on God’s Work/Our Hands Sunday: A food packing event with Rise 
Against Hunger which will be held in the Family Life Center and will be following all safety 
precautions. Sign-up now online HERE or in person in the Narthex on the Sundays leading 
up to the event. Lunch will be provided. 

Save the date: Sunday September 26, we will be serving lunch following the service at the 
Dwelling, the community of faith led by Pastor Emily Norris. 

We keep you in prayer. Our pastors continue to be available for your pastoral care needs. If 
you would like to reach a pastor, please send them an email. Pastor Paul is 
seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is pastoralassociate@alcws.org. 

Readings for next week Isaiah 35: 4-7a; Psalm 146; James 2:1-10;14-17, Mark 7:24-37 

Worship attendance for services last week: 176 in person and 68 views on YouTube. 

  

mailto:hannah@alcws.org
https://rah.secure.force.com/events/homepage?id=7013Z0000025zfBQAQ
mailto:seniorpastor@alcws.org
mailto:pastoralassociate@alcws.org
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Providing Service Today 
 

Bulletin Cover Artist 
 Penny Cuka 
 
Ushers 
 (9:00) Nick Seeba, Damien Richardson, David Shirlen 
     (6:00) Pat Holland, Jack Strandhoy, Elizabeth Chéron 
 
Head Usher 
 (9:00) Don Eppert 
 
Communion Assistants 
 (9:00) Maria Fortin 
 (6:00) Carol Thornton  
 
Altar Guild for August 
 Linda Martin, Lydia Vaughan 
 
Assisting & Presiding Minister 
 Rev. Paul Wollner 
 
Preaching  
 Rev. Katie Bryant 
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