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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 22, 2021 

9:00 AM; 6:00 PM  
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and 
drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in 
John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in 
words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of 
eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to 
arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold 
ambassadors of the gospel.  
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

All worship participants are required to wear masks regardless of vaccination 
status. (Note: All those leading worship in the chancel or choir loft are vaccinated and will only remove 

masks while speaking or singing.) 
 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting X 

In-person worship rubrics will be found in bold italics. 

T GATHERING T 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Variations on DUNDEE David N. Johnson 

ACCLAMATION Bruce Tippette 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

(John 6:68) 
We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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In-person worship: The congregation will sing the appointed stanzas of the Gathering Hymn as the 
assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus 
into this holy place and time of corporate worship. 

GATHERING HYMN 758 You Are the Way (ALL Stanzas) DUNDEE 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua 
said to all the people, “Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of 
the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the 
LORD.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 
serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 
protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 
passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. 
Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 34:15-22 ELW Tone 7 

  
 15The eyes of the LORD are up- | on the righteous, 
  and God’s ears are open | to their cry. 
 16The face of the LORD is against those | who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth. 
 17The righteous cry, and | the LORD hears them 
  and delivers them from | all their troubles. 
 18The LORD is near to the | brokenhearted 
  and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed. 
 19Many are the troubles | of the righteous, 
  but the LORD delivers them from | every one. 
 20God will keep safe | all their bones; 
  not one of them | shall be broken. 
 21Evil will bring death | to the wicked 
  and those who hate the righteous | will be punished. 
 22O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished. 
 

SECOND READING Ephesians 6:10-20 
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil 
day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth 
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield 
of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit 
at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given 
to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador 
in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
We stand. 



 

 

 

8 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL John 6:56-69 

The holy gospel according to John.  

 
[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as 
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because 
of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, 
and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he 
was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. When many of his disciples heard it, they said, 
“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. 
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who 
do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and 
who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” Because of this many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish 
to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 



 

 

 

9 

We sit. 

SERMON Rev. Wollner 
In-person worship: The congregation will sing the appointed stanzas of the Hymn of the Day. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 705 God of Grace and God of Glory (All Stanzas) CWM RHONDDA 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
Presentation 

We stand. 

Profession of Faith 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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Thanksgiving at the Font 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks, O God, … in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Madeline James Lippard, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.  
 

Baptismal Prayer 
 

Welcome 
Let your light so shine… 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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T MEAL T 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

      
 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ. When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   

AGNUS DEI 

 
We sit. 
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COMMUNION 
Today we will be communing using the individual communion kits that you received when checking in for worship. Gluten-
free wafers are available when you check in. Please wait to take communion until the pastor comes to the end of the row 
and shares the Eucharistic Proclamation with you. Visitors and children are welcome to receive communion. Those who 
have never communed and would like to are encouraged to talk to a pastor. All who do not receive communion will receive 
a blessing.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 
 

We stand. 

TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks  
that you have set before us this feast,  
the body and blood of your Son.  
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need  
and to give ourselves away  
as bread for the hungry,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 

 
 
 
 
In-person worship: The congregation will sing the appointed portion of the Sending Hymn as the 
assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. 
All remain facing the cross for the dismissal. 
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SENDING HYMN 805 Lead On, O King Eternal! (All Stanzas) LANCASHIRE 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Processional in E-flat  David N. Johnson 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

 
The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 

2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.   

All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of our daughter, 
Katie Fitzgerald by Karen and Mike Fitzgerald. 

The Blessing of the Backpacks is today, Sunday, August 22 at the 10:30 service in the 
Outdoor Gathering Space. 

This week we keep in prayer Gidei and Yohannes Woldermariam, 647 Hawthorne Road, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27103-3738. Please send Gidei and Yohannes a note. 

Today at the 9:00 Worship service we celebrate the Holy Baptism of Madeline James 
Lippard. She is the daughter of Ross and Paige Lippard and the grandson of Jimmy and Katie 
Lippard. Welcome to your family of faith Madeline! 

Join us these last two Tuesdays in August for Wine & Word! We will gather at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Outdoor Gathering Space. Bring a chair if you like and wine to share–light snacks provided. 
To keep us all safe–there’s no glass in the grass (of the OGS), so we will have volunteers pouring 
wine at tables just outside the space. 

Augsburg’s Softball Team will be playing this week, Wednesday, August 25, at  
6:30 p.m. at Washington Park field Number 3. Spectators are always welcome! If you are 
interested in joining the team, please email Hannah at hannah@alcws.org. Play ball! 

There will be an ELCA Youth Gathering Parent information meeting next Sunday, 
August 29 at 7:00 p.m. 

On September 12, following the Sunday morning services, Augsburg will connect with 
other ELCA Lutherans on God’s Work/Our Hands Sunday: A food packing event with Rise 
Against Hunger which will be held in the Family Life Center and will be following all safety 
precautions. Sign-up now online HERE or in person in the Narthex on the Sundays leading 
up to the event. Lunch will be provided. 

Save the date: Sunday September 26, we will be serving lunch following the service at the 
Dwelling, the community of faith led by Pastor Emily Norris. 

We keep you in prayer. Our pastors continue to be available for your pastoral care needs. If 
you would like to reach a pastor, please send them an email. Pastor Paul is 
seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is pastoralassociate@alcws.org. 

Readings for next week Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 6-9; Psalm 15; James 1:17-27; 

Mark 7:1-8,14-15, 21-23 

Worship attendance for services last week: 140 in person and 61 views on YouTube. 

 

mailto:hannah@alcws.org
https://rah.secure.force.com/events/homepage?id=7013Z0000025zfBQAQ
mailto:seniorpastor@alcws.org
mailto:pastoralassociate@alcws.org
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Providing Service Today 
 

Bulletin Cover Artist 
 Zachary Olsen 
Ushers 
 (9:00) Nick Seeba, Damien Richardson, David Shirlen 
     (6:00) Pat Holland, Jack Strandhoy, Elizabeth Chéron 
Head Usher 
 (9:00) Don Eppert 
Communion Assistants 
 (9:00) Carol Thornton 
 (6:00) Diane Evans 
Altar Guild for August 
 Linda Martin, Lydia Vaughan 
Assisting Minister 
 Rev. Lori Carter 
Preaching & Presiding  
 Rev. Paul Wollner 
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