
 
 
 

“…Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
John 20:29 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 11, 2021  

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 
 

 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the 
mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. 
Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes 
the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his 
wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are 
transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and 
material sharing such that no one among us is in need.  
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting IV 

The paraments are white during the season of Easter suggesting the joy of the resurrection. 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION Bruce W. Tippette 

Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe. Alleluia. 

(John 20:29) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY “The peace may be exchanged.” Dan Locklair 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace we have been saved. 
In the name of T Jesus Christ, 
our sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 
 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 384 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright PUER NOBIS 

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 

FIRST READING Acts 4-32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 133 ELW Tone 1 

  

 
 

1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 
  when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. 

 

SECOND READING 1 John 1:1--2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have 
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while 
we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL John 20:19-31 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his 
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

SERMON Rev. Bryant 

We stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 386 O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing O FILII ET FILIAE 
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NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

 

12 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

We sit. 

T THANKSGIVING T 
OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY Christ Lay in Death’s Strong Bands  Samuel Scheidt 
    Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

T SENDING T 

BLESSING  
The Lord bless you…and T give you peace. 
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SENDING HYMN 548 Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen SURGE ECCLESIA 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Fanfare Jacques Lemmens 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. Anthem texts are 

reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-707232 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration of their loving 
wife/mother, Daniele, on her birthday (April 12), by Tim, Ethan, Zachary, and Jakob Olsen.  

This week we keep in prayer Roger Schwartz, 3681 Marlowe Avenue, Winston Salem, NC 
27106. Please send Roger a note. 

We need your input! You are invited to participate in a survey to help plan for in person 
worship. To participate, please click here! The survey is open through Tuesday, April 13. 

Volunteers are needed for Christ’s Beloved Community Food Pantry located at 3205 S. 
Main Street. Help pre-pack the bags we share with our neighbors in need. COVID restrictions 
and masks are required. Click here to sign up! 

Virtual Greeting for Augsburg Services – We want to see you! Art Kainz invites you to 
provide a video greeting. Contact Art at arthurkainz@gmail.com for the simple instructions. 

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your 
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please send them an email. Pastor Paul 
is seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is pastoralassociate@alcws.org  

The Efird L. and Maria F. Hine Fund committee will meet for its Spring Quarter 
meeting on Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. All requests for financial grants should be 
directed to The Hine Fund and should be in the church office no later than 12 noon on 
Monday, April 12.  Agendas will be ready for members to pick up in the Work Room on 
Sunday, April 18.  Please call or email Kris Andrews if you are unable to attend the meeting.   

Readings for next week: Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 

Worship attendance for services last week: 219 views on YouTube. 
Providing Service Today 
Bulletin Cover Artist                                                Greeters 
 Lynnleigh Voigt                                                   Art & Carol Kainz 
Reader                                                                   Assisting Minister 
 Paul Anders                                                         Pastor Carter 
Preaching                                                               Liturgist & Presiding Minister 
 Rev. Katie Bryant                                                Pastor Wollner 
Quartet   
 Karen Kooken, Daniele Olsen, Timothy Olsen, Bruce Tippette 
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