
 
 
 

…they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
 they shall run and not be weary,  

they shall walk and not faint. 
 

Isaiah 40:31 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 7, 2021 

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel  

In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also 
strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the 
creator God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service. Like Simon’s 
mother-in-law, we are lifted up and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we 
strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in 
quiet times of prayer.  
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Four 

 

T GATHERING T 

ACCLAMATION William Stevens 
Alleluia. The servant of God took our infirmities and bore our diseases. Alleluia.  

(Matthew 8:17) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Adagio from Choral III  César Franck 
 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON 

  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
ANTHEM Three Great Kings arr. Mark Schweizer 
 Three great kings I met at early morn, with all their retinue were slowly marching; 

Three great kings I met at early morn, were on their way to meet the newly born. 
With gifts of gold brought from far away, and valiant warriors to guard the royal treasure; 
With gifts of gold brought from far away, their shields all shining in their bright array. 

Jubilate Choir & Lobchor 
 
FIRST READING Isaiah 40:21-31 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the circle 
of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; who brings princes to naught, and makes the 
rulers of the earth as nothing. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem 
taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries 
them off like stubble. To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy 
One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and 
numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not 
one is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the 
LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD, is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or 
grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and strengthens 
the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those 
who wait for the LORD, shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 147:1-11, 20c ELW Tone 16  
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God! 

  How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise! 
 2The LORD re- | builds Jerusalem, 
  and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel. 
 3The LORD heals the | brokenhearted 
  and binds | up their wounds. 
 4The LORD counts the number |of the stars 
  and calls them all | by their names.  
 5Great is our LORD and might- | y in power; 
  there is no limit | to God’s wisdom. 
 6The LORD lifts | up the lowly, 
  but casts the wicked | to the ground. 
 7Sing to the LORD | with thanksgiving; 
  make music upon the harp | to our God, 
 8who covers the heav- | ens with clouds 
  and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow up- | on the mountains.  
 9God provides food | for the cattle 
  and for the young ravens | when they cry. 
 10God is not impressed by the might | of a horse, 
  and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner, 
 11but finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD, 
  in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c| Hallelujah!  

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, 
and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; 
but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my reward? Just 
this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use 
of my rights in the gospel. For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave 
to all, so that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. 
To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) 
so that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the 
law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those 
outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all 
things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, 
so that I may share in its blessings. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
       

 

GOSPEL Mark 1:29-39 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.  
As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and 
they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then 
the fever left her, and she began to serve them. That evening, at sunset, they brought to him 
all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the 
door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; 
and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, 
while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. 
And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, 
“Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so 
that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went 
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

SERMON Pastor Wollner 

We stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 546 To Be Your Presence ENGELBERG 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

Each portion of the prayers conclude: 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say Peace be with you or similar words. 

We sit. 
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T MEAL T 

OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM How Can I Keep from Singing? Cliff Brock 

  My life flows on, in endless song: Above earth’s lamentation,  
I catch the sweet, tho’ far-off hymn That hails a new creation.  
No storm can shake my inmost calm, While to that Rock I’m clinging;  
Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth, How can I keep from singing?  
 
Through all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing;  
It finds an echo in my soul; How can I keep from singing?  
No storm can shake my inmost calm, While to that Rock I’m clinging;  
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, How can I keep from singing?  
 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 
All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? 
No storm can shake my inmost calm, While to that Rock I’m clinging;  
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, How can I keep from singing?  
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We stand. 
OFFERTORY HYMN 

  

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  
You are most holy,  
and great is the majesty of your glory.  
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish  
but have eternal life.  
 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world  
to fulfill for us your holy will  
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 

When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 

Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   

AGNUS DEI 

We sit. 

COMMUNION  

We stand. 

T SENDING T 
PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Lord bless you…and T give you peace. 

 

 

 
 

SENDING HYMN 684 Creating God, Your Fingers Trace PROSPECT 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Toccata Quinta       Girolamo Frescobaldi 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 

 
The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 

2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  

All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Virginia 
and Homer Kerns Freeze, Jr., by Connie and Kerns Freeze. 

This week we keep in prayer Reg and Kay Kahill, 4075 South Havenwood Drive, 
Winston-Salem NC. 27106-2012. Please send Reg and Kay a note. 

Remember Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday will be held in conjunction with Drive-
Through Communion today, February 7. Give generously to the Collection Soup Pots, or 
mail or drop off checks to the Augsburg office with “Souper Bowl of Caring” in the notation 
line. All donations will go directly to Christ’s Beloved Food Pantry. 

Another way to give to Souper Bowl of Caring – Toss a text into the pot! If you are 
unable to give in person or don’t carry cash much anymore and would like a quick way to give 
to support the Souper Bowl of Caring this year, here’s a new option for you!  

You can support Augsburg’s participation in the Souper Bowl of Caring from your phone. 
Text the phrase ALCGIVES followed by your gift amount to 73256 to give online via text. (Watch 
that your phone doesn’t try to auto-correct the keyword – it’s ALCGIVES one word, not two.) You will be 
directed to the mobile-friendly giving portal for Augsburg Lutheran Church’s Realm site. 
Select the fund for Souper Bowl/Food Bank and complete your gift.  

If you have already set up a login for Realm, you can sign in to make the accounting simpler. 
If not, you can give as a guest. 

Shout out to Scouts - If you are part of the Girl or Boy Scouts as a scout or leader, please 
contact Kathy Barnes at kathy@alcws.org by Tuesday, February 9, so that we can plan for 
an upcoming worship service. 

Please join Pastor Paul for Bible Study Tuesday, February 9. This week will focus on 
chapter 9 of the Book of Ecclesiastes. The same class will be offered on Zoom at 2:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. each week. 

Mark your calendars for Drive Through Imposition of Ashes, Wednesday, February 17 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Look for a Realm invitation this 
Thursday, February 11 to sign up. 

Pastor Lori’s Lenten Education Series begins Thursday, February 18. Join Pastor Lori for 
a five week study of the book of Philippians. A Zoom link will be sent each Thursday 
afternoon for the 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. meeting. 

Altar Flower Dedication. Thank you to everyone who contributes to the beautiful altar 
flowers each week. If you are interested in dedicating flowers as a memorial or in honor of a 
loved one, please contact Betty Covington at covingtonbet@gmail.com. The cost is $80.00. 



20 

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your 
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send them 
a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is 
336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org 

Readings for next week: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

Worship attendance for services last week: 221 views on YouTube.  

Providing Service Today 
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