
 
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the 

unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 
Mark 1:25-26 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 31, 2021 

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel  

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will 
speak for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s 
works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority 
people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in 
God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser 
spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Four 

 

T GATHERING T 

ACCLAMATION William Stevens 
Alleluia. The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light; 

for those who sat in the shadow of death light has dawned. Alleluia.  
(Matthew 4:16) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY My Jesus Calls to Me  Johannes Brahms 
We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 655 Son of God, Eternal Savior IN BABILONE 

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

  



7 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; 
you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on 
the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, 
or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in 
what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; 
I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I 
command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 
myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who 
presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—
that prophet shall die.” 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 111 Setting by Larry J. Long  

 Refrain: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 2Great are your works, O LORD, 
  pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion. R 
 5You give food to those who fear you, 
  remembering forever your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
  all of your precepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
  because they are done in truth and equity. R 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. R 
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 
have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the 
eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that 
“there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, 
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
are all things and through whom we exist. It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. 
Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they 
eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring 
us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take 
care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For 
if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since 
their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by 
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus 
sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin 
against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may 
not cause one of them to fall. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.  
[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit. 

SERMON Pastor Carter 

We stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 311 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

Each portion of the prayers conclude: 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say Peace be with you or similar words. 

We sit. 

  



13 

 

T THANKSGIVING T 

OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Almighty and Everlasting God Orlando Gibbons 

  Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities, 
  and in all our dangers and necessities stretch forth thy right hand 
  to help and defend us, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

T SENDING T 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you…and T give you peace. 
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SENDING HYMN 507 O God of Light ATKINSON 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Prelude and Fugue in G Major Johann Pachelbel 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of her 
husband, Sid Sowers, and her parents, Bill and Josephine Clopper, by Becky Wheeler.  

This week we keep in prayer Gidei and Yohannes Woldermariam, 647 South Hawthorne 
Road, Winston-Salem, NC. 27103-3738. Please send Gidei and Yohannes a note. 

A Called Meeting of the Augsburg Congregation will take place this morning, Sunday, 
January 31 at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. The agenda of this meeting includes 1) To vote to extend 
a Call to Katie B. Bryant as a Minister of Word and Service to the Deacon for Youth and 
Emerging Ministries position and 2) To vote on the Revised Outdoor Gathering Space and 
Cost Schedule. If you did not receive the Special Edition of the Beacon with the details of this 
meeting, please call the office. 

Please join Pastor Paul for Bible Study Tuesday, February 2. This week will focus on 
chapters 8-9 of the Book of Ecclesiastes. The same class will be offered on Zoom at 2:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. each week. 

Augsburg will offer Drive-Thru Communion next Sunday, February 7, as part of our 
Sunday worship service. We will follow the same procedures and protocols used in the past. 
Pre-registration is required. A notification from Realm will be sent on Monday, February 1, 
with all of the details regarding safety and logistical protocols and how you can sign up for a 
time slot. If you have any questions, please call the church office.  

Remember Souper Bowl Sunday will be held in conjunction with Drive-Through 
Communion next Sunday, February 7. Give generously to the Collection Soup Pots, or mail 
or drop off checks to the Augsburg office with "Souper Bowl of Caring” in the notation line. 
All donations will go directly to Christ’s Beloved Food Pantry. 

Altar Flower Dedication. Thank you to everyone who contributes to the beautiful altar 
flowers each week. If you are interested in dedicating flowers as a memorial or in honor of a 
loved one, please contact Betty Covington at covingtonbet@gmail.com. The cost is $80.00. 

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your 
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send them 
a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is 
336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org 

Readings for next week: Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; 

Mark 1:29-39 

Worship attendance for services last week: 207 views on YouTube.  
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The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  
All rights reserved. 
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