
 
 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 

mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people 

shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
Isaiah 40:3-5 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their 
lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from 
Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that 
encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with 
the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices 
fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in 
worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and 
peace.  
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Five 
The paraments are blue today, and will be for the four Sundays of Advent. The color suggests hope. 

T GATHERING T 
The Assembly is invited to gather in quiet meditation.   

ACCLAMATION  Text: Michael Morgan 
 Music: William Stevens 

Lend hope, O God, to our despair; help us, the weak, to see 
that by your tender loving care the grief of life will flee; 
that in distress your arm is there to lift and set us free. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Chorale Prelude on FREU DICH SEHR J.G. Walther 
 
We stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Silence is kept for reflection.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 254 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus JEFFERSON 

  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
 

  



 6 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

 HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI, EMMANUEL 
  O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
  as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
  in ancient times you gave the law 
  in cloud, and majesty, and awe.   

Refrain 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
  shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

  O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
  your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
  from depths of hell your people save, 
  and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Refrain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 
FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s 
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for 
the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower 
fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass 
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald 
of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13 

1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; 
 you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 
 and blotted out all their sins. 
8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
 and shall prepare for God a pathway.  

SECOND READING 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done 
on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons 
ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming 
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 
elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens 
and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting 
for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Sung by the Assembly. 

          

Sung by the choir. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  

                  All repeat alleluia. 

GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet 
Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ” 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit.  

SERMON  Pastor Wollner 

We stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 266 All Earth Is Hopeful TODA LA TIERRA 
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NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 
our prayers for everyone in need. 

Each portion of the prayers conclude: 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

We sit. 

T MEAL T 
OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Comfort, Comfort       arr. John Ferguson 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness Mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To God’s people now proclaim That God’s pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever! 
For the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near, 
Calling us to true repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet him, And the hills bow down to greet him! 
Straight shall be what long was crooked, And the rougher places plain! 
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits his holy reign! 
For the glory of the Lord Now on earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken. 

We stand. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN 

  
Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God,  
maker of all things.  
Through your goodness  
you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people.  
Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 

When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 

Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   
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AGNUS DEI 

 

We sit. 

COMMUNION 
We stand. 

T SENDING T 
PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN 264 Prepare the Royal Highway BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord!  
Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Chorale Prelude on FREU DICH SEHR J.C. Oley 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  
All rights reserved.  
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Edna Carol and 
Edward Bernasek from Ann, Mark and Mark Cordell. 

This week we keep in prayer Elizabeth Efird, 142 Bermuda Village Drive, Room 1, 
Bermuda Run, NC 27006-7867.  Please send Elizabeth a note. 

Congratulations to the Roediger family upon the birth of Charles “Charlie” Lamar 
Roediger, IV! Charlie was born on November 17. He is the son of Charles and Lizzy Roediger 
and the grandson of Chuck and Becky Roediger.  

Don’t rush to Christmas, it’s Actually Advent!  Join Pastor Paul for week two of a four-
week Bible study on Tuesday, December 8 on Zoom. He will offer the Bible Study live twice 
daily at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. You are invited to learn more about why Advent Scripture 
matters and why we should not rush to Christmas. No preparation is necessary and all are 
welcome. A zoom link and this week’s scripture passages will be sent on December 7. 

Registration for Christmas Eve worship service will begin on Monday, December 14. 
Augsburg will host four services on December 24 in the parking lot behind the Augsburg 
Community Center. The Children's Christmas service will take place at 10:30 a.m. and 
traditional Christmas Eve worship services will take place at 12:30, 2:30, and 4:30 p.m. with 
drive through Communion at the end of each service. All participants will remain in their 
vehicles and receive the sound via a FM radio station. Pre-registration will be required. 

Instead of Poinsettias, Christmas Blessings Bags dedications and donations will be 
accepted through Monday, December 16. Dedication will be published in the Christmas 
bulletin. Checks should be made payable to Augsburg Lutheran Church. The cost is $15 per 
dedication. 

Shelter looks different this year! Even though we are not hosting guests on our campus, we 
are still providing meals throughout the season. We have committed to providing lunches and 
dinner every Thursday from December through March. You can sign up using this link 
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/407005958080468079/true#/invitation  

If you have any questions or need assistance Contact John Collins (336-408-1519; 
jchcollins@gmail.com) or Ann Ragan anncragan@gmail.com). John Collins will send a Shelter 
sign up email. 

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for 
your pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send 
them a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor 
Lori is 336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org 
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Altar Flower Dedication. There is still space for 2021 dedications. Please contact the Betty 
Covington at covingtonbet@gmail.com if you are interested. Cost is $80.00. 

Please keep our Financial Secretary Joyce Holton in your prayers as she recovers from a 
recent fall. Council has appointed Kris Andrews to serve as Acting Financial Secretary during 
Joyce’s absence. There are many ways to make a tax deductible gift to support Augsburg’s 
ministries before the end of 2020. Augsburg is able to accept gifts of securities, such as stocks, 
bonds and mutual funds. Please email financialsecretary@alcws.org or call the church office 
for more information. 

Readings for next week: Isaiah 61:1-4; 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Worship attendance for services last week: 437 views on YouTube.  
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