
 

 
 

 

“Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

Matthew 25:13 

 

 
Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost 

November 8, 2020  
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges 
us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus 
tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the 
faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst 
in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Four 

The paraments are green during the season of Pentecost to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the 
teachings and ministry of Christ. 

 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION                                                                                        Timothy Olsen 

Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready,  
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia.  

(Matthew 24:42, 44) 

OPENING PRELUDE Intermezzo, Op. 118, No. 2  Johannes Brahms 
Robert Ulery, piano 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 

  



 4 

GATHERING HYMN 827 Arise, My Soul, Arise! NYT YLÖS, SIELUNI 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.   
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24 
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is 
darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the 
house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of the LORD 
darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your festivals, and I 
take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings 
and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted 
animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to 
the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream. 
The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 70  Setting by Nancy Raabe 
 Refrain: Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me. 

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 
  O LORD, make haste to help me. 
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. R 
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 
  turn back because of their shame. 
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” R 
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry. R 
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry 
of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend 
from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 
the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there 
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while 
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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We sit.  

SERMON                                                                                   Pastor Wollner 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 436 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying WACHET AUF 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 
on the church, the world, and all in need. 

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

We sit.  
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T THANKSGIVING T 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Zion Hears the Watchmen Singing J.S. Bach  
Zion hört die Wächter singen, das Herz tut ihr vor Freude springen, 
sie wacht und stehet eilend auf. 
Ihr Freund kommt vom Himmel prächtig, von Gnaden stark, von Wahrheit mächtig, 
ihr Licht wird hell, ihr Stern geht auf. 
Nun komm, du werte Kron, Herr Jesu, Gottes Sohn! Hosianna! 
Wir folgen all zum Freudensaal und halten mit das Abendmahl. 
 

Zion hears the watchmen singing, and all her heart with joy is springing. 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, the strong in grace, in truth victorious: 
her star is ris’n; her light is come. 
Now come, O Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. Sing hosanna! 
Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, and follow to the banquet hall.  

We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you…and T give you peace. 
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SENDING HYMN 494 For the Bread Which You Have Broken OMNI DIE 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE from Toccata in G, BWV 916  J. S. Bach 
Robert Ulery, piano 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  
All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of The Reverend 
Stephen Paul Gerhard by his widow, Barbara Gerhard. 

This week we keep in prayer Molly Montgomery, 133 Sycamore Commons Lane, Advance, 
NC 27006-7480. Please send Molly a note. 

Reminder that The Annual Meeting (Part 1) of Augsburg Lutheran Church will take 
place this morning, November 8 at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom.  

Part 2 of the Annual Meeting will be November 22 at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom. 

Week two of Pastor Paul’s and Intern Paul’s Bible study continues Tuesday, 
November 10. Join them as they explore how the Psalms were differently used by their 
original recipients, the Hebrew people. A Zoom link to this 2:00 p.m. study will be sent via 
Flocknote. As always, everyone is welcome and no preparation is required. 

Virtual Greeting for Augsburg Services – We miss seeing you! Greeting coordinator Art 
Kainz invites you to volunteer to video a greeting at the start of our services. Contact Art at 
arthurkainz@gmail.com for the simple instructions. 

If you have not submitted your photo for the Augsburg Directory, please do so as time 
is running out to be included. Email them to Kathy Barnes at kathy@alcws.org.  

Please remember to return your 2021 Statement of Intent card as soon as possible! You 
may fill it out online at www.alcws.org/intent2021, mail it in, or drop it off at the office. 

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your 
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send them 
a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is 
336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org 

God’s work continues at Augsburg, and while we can’t gather in person, our hands can still 
help carry out that work wherever we are through our love and our resources. Because 
important ministries continue during our facilities closure, offerings can still be shared through 
any of these suggested options: drop it in the mail, use the bill pay services that your bank 
offers, or use Realm to give online. Visit our website—www.augsburglutheran-ws.org—and 
click on “Give Now” for more information. Thank you for all the ways that you support God’s 
work at Augsburg, your Stewardship Team. 

Readings for next week: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-8, 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;  

Matthew 25:14-30 

Worship attendance for services last week: 215 views on YouTube.  

 

mailto:arthurkainz@gmail.com
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