
 

 
 
 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:  
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones,  

and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it,  
and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  

Isaiah 5:1-2 

 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
October 4, 2020  

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an 
image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, 
the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, 
given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at 
baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share 
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Nine 

The paraments are green during the season of Pentecost to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the 
teachings and ministry of Christ. 

 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION William Stevens 

Alleluia. Jesus says, I chose you and appointed you  
to go and bear fruit that will last. Alleluia. 

(John 15:16) 
OPENING PRELUDE Morning Song arr. David Ferreira 

Laura Dangerfield Stevens, flute 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 689 Praise and Thanksgiving BUNESSAN 
Sung by the Adult Choirs 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

TEMPLE TALK                Kathy Carr and Scott Hanes 

T WORD T 

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard 
on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he 
built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield 
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have 
not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will 
tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned 
or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that 
they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the 
people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, but heard a cry! 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 80:7-15   
  

  7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 9You cleared the ground for it; 
  it took root and filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 
 11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
  and its branches to the river. 
 12Why have you broken down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 14Turn now, O God of hosts, 
  look down from heaven; 
 15behold and tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right hand has planted.  

 
SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  

More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 
call of God in Christ Jesus.  
The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around 
it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect 
his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.  Finally 
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and I 
is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.  The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests 
and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They 
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit.  

SERMON Pastor Wollner 

We stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 769 If You But Trust in God to Guide Me  
   WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

  



 11 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need.  

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

We sit. 
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T MEAL T 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Jubilate Deo Dale Wood 
O sing to the Lord with a jubilant voice; Glory to God in the highest! 
O serve him with gladness, before him rejoice; Praise to the Lord in the highest! 
The Lord is our God, our Creator, not we; Glory to God in the highest! 
The sheep of his pasture we ever shall be; Praise to the Lord in the highest! 

O enter his gates with thanksgiving and praise; Glory to God in the highest! 
To honor his Name thankful voices we raise: Praise to the Lord in the highest! 
For good is the Lord, and his mercy is sure; Glory to God in the highest! 
To all generations his truth shall endure; Praise to the Lord in the highest!  

Adult Choirs 
We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Use us, and what we have gathered, 
in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The presiding minister lifts the bread and cup and says 
When we eat this bread, we share the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup, we share the 
blood of Christ.   

The assembly responds 
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed yourself 
to your disciples.   
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AGNUS DEI 

 

We sit. 

COMMUNION 

We stand. 

T SENDING T 
PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN 580 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord  REPTON 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Praeludium in F Major Vincent Lübeck 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  
All rights reserved.  
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God, and in loving memory of Frances Kimball 
by Susan, Craig, Sarah, and Will Peatross on her birthday, September 29. 

This week we keep in prayer Reg and Kay Kahill 4075 Havenwood Drive, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27106-2012. Please send Reg and Kay a note.  

Today is Commitment Sunday. Every Augsburg household should have received in the 
mail a large white envelope containing the 2021 Stewardship Packet: With God’s Abundant Love 
We Hope.  You can bring your Statement of Intent Card with you to drive thru communion 
drop off, mail your card to the office, or fill it out online at www.alcws.org/intent2021. It is 
especially important to have an accurate forecast for giving as we continue to do ministry in 
these unique times. Please return your card as soon as possible. 

A Blessing of the Animals will be offered by Pastor Carter on Sunday, October 4. Those 
who are registered for Drive-Thru Communion may bring their pet to be blessed while they 
are in the line for communion. Those who are not participating in communion may drop by 
between 12:30 and 1:00 p.m. at the portico on Pilot View to receive a blessing. All pets must 
remain in their vehicles and all humans are asked to wear masks. 

A new Bible study series begins Tuesday, October 6. Pastor Paul invites you to a four-
week study to learn the Impact of Scripture on Martin Luther. The same class will be offered at 
both 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. A Zoom link will be sent via Flocknote. No preparation is 
required and all are welcome even if you cannot attend every class. 

The Efird L. and Maria F. Hine Fund committee will meet for its Fall Quarter meeting on 
Monday, October 26, 2020 at 7:00 pm. The committee will review requests for Hine Fund 
grants and Augsburg Endowment grants at this meeting. All requests for financial grants 
should be directed to The Hine Fund and should be in the church office no later than 12 noon 
on Wednesday, October 14. Agendas will be ready for members to pick up in the work room 
on Sunday, October 18. Please call or email the Hine Fund secretary if you are unable to attend 
the meeting. The general purpose and intent of the Hine Fund is to “put into effect a ministry 
of Christian mercy and concern in meeting human needs as the Church thinks Jesus Christ 
Himself would have them met.”  

The purpose of the Augsburg Endowment Fund is “to provide for a perpetual, segregated 
endowment fund to support the ministries of Augsburg Lutheran Church and the worldwide 
church, all in the name of Jesus Christ. The Fund will provide members and friends of 
Augsburg an avenue to make contributions or planned gifts, which will support the Church’s 
ministries for generations.” Income from the Endowment Fund is distributed annually to 
support benevolence outside Augsburg, the Augsburg operating budget, and Augsburg capital 
improvements.  
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Please send in your family photos for the next family directory. Email them to Kathy 
Barnes at kathy@alcws.org. If you need help with a photo, contact Shari Dominguez at 
sdominguez@triad.rr.com. 

Dessert with Pastor Lori continues this evening from 7:30-8:15 p.m. A Zoom Room has 
been set up so that members from our congregation can click on the link sent out via 
Flocknote. You can come early, stay as little or as long as you like, and leave when you are 
ready. Come prepared to have some fun.  

Altar Flower Dedications. Thank you to everyone who contributes to the beautiful altar 
flowers each week. If you are interested in dedicating flowers as a memorial or in honor of a 
loved one, please call the church office for more information. We currently have an open slot 
for November 29. The total cost of both bouquets is $80. If you have received flowers from 
Augsburg and still have the plastic vases, please return them to Augsburg. 

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for 
your pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send 
them a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor 
Lori is 336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org 

God’s work continues at Augsburg, and while we can’t gather in person, our hands can still 
help carry out that work wherever we are through our love and our resources. Because 
important ministries continue during our facilities closure, offerings can still be shared through 
any of these suggested options: drop it in the mail, use the bill pay services that your bank 
offers, or use Realm to give online. Visit our website—www.augsburglutheran-ws.org—and 
click on “Give Now” for more information. Thank you for all the ways that you support God’s 
work at Augsburg. 

Readings for next week: Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-19 
Worship attendance for services last week: 156 views on YouTube.  

Providing Service Today 

Bulletin Cover Artist       Greeters 

 Elisa Barger          Betty and Craig Covington 

Lay Reader         Assisting Minister 

Keith Kooken        Pastor Carter 

Preaching and Presiding 

 Pastor Wollner 

Quartet  

 Karen Kooken, Daniele Olsen, Timothy Olsen, Bruce Tippette 
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