
 

 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
Psalm 103:11 

 

 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 13, 2020  

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since 
we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, 
and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s 
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and 
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 
reconciliation in the world.  
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Ten 

The paraments are green during the season of Pentecost to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the 
teachings and ministry of Christ. 

 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION William Stevens 

Alleluia. We have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous;  
your sins are forgiven on account of his name. Alleluia.  

(1 John 2:1, 12) 

OPENING PRELUDE Sonata in D Major, K. 144 W.A. Mozart 
Susan Perkins & Katherine Wiley, violin; Evan Richey, cello 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 654 The Church’s One Foundation  AURELIA 
Sung by the Adult Choirs 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.   
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

TEMPLE TALK                         Frank James 

T WORD T 

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?”  So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore 
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him.  Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as 
your slaves.”  But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?  Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today.  So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 103:8-13  
8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
9you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
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SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; 
for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days 
to be alike.  Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe 
it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks 
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We 
do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  For 
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As 
I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35  
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him 
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his 
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But 
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit.  

SERMON            Pastor Wollner 

We stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 389 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing DUKE STREET 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

We sit.  
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T THANKSGIVING T 
OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Gentle Words Text: Sister Polly M. Rupe 
 Music: Carol McClure 

What the dew is to the flower, Gentle words are to the soul. 
Such a blessing to your neighbor You should never withhold. 

Gentle words, so kindly spoken, Often soothe the troubled mind; 
While a friendship can be broken By words that are unkind. 

Ever-loving, Gentle Spirit, Thou my constant guardian be; 
So that I might do to others As I’d have them do to me. 

 
We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN 867 In Thee Is Gladness IN DIR IST FREUDE 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

CLOSING POSTLUDE In dir ist Freude, BWV 615 J.S. Bach 
Joshua Sobel, Music Intern, organ 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  
All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of Jay and Barbara Wise’s 67th 
wedding anniversary today, by their children and their families. 

This week we keep in prayer Eleanor Regenthal, 7551 Fair Oaks Drive, #113B, Clemmons, 
NC 27012.  Please send Eleanor a note. 

Rally Day is Today and Sunday School classes start! 

Bible study continues Tuesday, September 15 with week two of Pastor Paul’s four-week 
course called “Finding the Triune God in Scripture.” A Zoom link will be sent via Flocknote. 

Wine & Word Live Zoom Q & A with the Rev. Joanne Engquist, will take place Tuesday, 
September 15, at 7:00 p.m. Look for a YouTube video link via Flocknote. 

The book discussion on The Color of Compromise: The Truth About the American Church’s 
Complicity in Racism by Jemar Tisby continues this Wednesday, September 16 at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. A link will be sent out Wednesday afternoon. If you have questions, please contact Pastor 
Lori at pastoralassociate@alcws.org 

Please remember to send in your family photos for the next family directory. Please email 
them to Kathy Barnes at kathy@alcws.org. If you need help with a photo, let us know and 
we’ll arrange for a photographer to contact you. If you are interested in being a photographer, 
contact Shari Dominguez at sdominguez@triad.rr.com 

Submissions for the October Beacon should be emailed to Kathy Barnes at 
kathy@alcws.org before noon Friday, September 25. 

Dessert with Pastor Lori continues this evening from 7:30-8:15 p.m. A Zoom Room has 
been set up so that members from our congregation can click on the link sent out via 
Flocknote. Today is National Grandparents Day. Our topic tonight will be to share a memory 
of one of your grandparents. You can come early, stay as little or as long as you like, and leave 
when you are ready. Come prepared to have some fun.  

Altar Flower Dedications. Thank you to everyone who contributes to the beautiful altar 
flowers each week. If you are interested in dedicating flowers as a memorial or in honor of a 
loved one, please call the church office for more information. We currently have open slots for 
Nov. 22, and 29, and Dec. 13 and 27. The total cost of both bouquets is $80. 

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your 
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send them 
a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is 
336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org 
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God’s work continues at Augsburg, and while we can’t gather in person, our hands can still 
help carry out that work wherever we are through our love and our resources. Because 
important ministries continue during our facilities closure, offerings can still be shared through 
any of these suggested options: drop it in the mail, use the bill pay services that your bank 
offers, or use Realm to give online. Visit our website—www.augsburglutheran-ws.org—and 
click on “Give Now” for more information. Thank you for all the ways that you support God’s 
work at Augsburg, your Stewardship Team. 

Readings for next week: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30;  

Matthew 20:1-16 

Worship attendance for services last week: 260 views on YouTube.  

Providing Service Today 

Bulletin Cover Artist       Greeters 

 Lynnleigh Voight       Art and Carol Kainz 

Lay Reader         Assisting Minister 

 Kathie Eppert        Pastor Carter 

Preaching 

 Pastor Wollner 

Quartet  

 Karen Kooken, Daniele Olsen, Timothy Olsen, Bruce Tippette 

Instrumentalists 

 Susan Perkins & Katherine Wiley, violin; Evan Richey, cello 
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