
 

 
 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said  
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ ” 

Matthew 21:28 
 

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 27, 2020  

Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises 
in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways 
of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges 
us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others 
above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer 
our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Nine 

The paraments are green during the season of Pentecost to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the 
teachings and ministry of Christ. 

 

+ GATHERING + 
ACCLAMATION William Stevens 

Alleluia. My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;  
I know them and they follow me. Alleluia.  

(John 10:27) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY  I Call to Thee, BWV 639  J.S. Bach 
 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here, BWV 633      

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the + Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 557 Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun  MORNING HYMN 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you.   
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

TEMPLE TALK                          Eileen New 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4; 25-32 
The word of the LORD came to me:  What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? As I live, says the LORD God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 
Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is 
only the person who sins that shall die. Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear 
now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?  When the 
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed they shall die.  Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 
Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die.  Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the LORD is 
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? Therefore 
I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the LORD God. 
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin.  Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone, says the LORD God. Turn, then, and live. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 25:1-9 Anglican chant by John Goss 
1To you, O LORD, 
 I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
 and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
 for they are from everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,  
        O LORD. 
8You are gracious and up right, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure.  

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.”  So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 
ahead of you.  For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit.  

SERMON            Pastor Wollner 

We stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 686 We Give Thee but Thine Own HEATH 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

We sit.  
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+ THANKSGIVING + 
OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM As the Deer, for Water Yearning Claude Goudimel 

As the deer, for water yearning, seeks the stream’s refreshing flow, 
 So my heart and soul are burning, thirsting, LORD, your life to know. 
 For the waters that revive I cry out to God alive: 
 When shall I bow in your presence and behold your face in rev’rence? 
 

 Tears have been my daily portion; “Where is God?” they say to me. 
 I recall my deep devotion, singing thanks with spirit free. 
 Why are you cast down, my soul? Will not God your grief console? 
 I will praise my living Savior, God, my help and hope forever. 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

+SENDING + 
BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN 845 Voices Raised to You SONG OF PRAISE 

 



 15 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Ceremonial Music in B-flat David N. Johnson  
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  
All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Dr. C. Ross Ritchie, Jr. by 
his wife, JoAnne Ritchie. 

This week we keep in prayer Gidei Woldemariam, 647 South Hawthorne Road, Winston-
Salem NC 27013-3738.  Please send Gidei a note. 

Commitment Sunday is next Sunday, October 4. Every Augsburg household should have 
received in the mail a large white envelope containing the 2021 Stewardship Packet: With God’s 
Abundant Love We Hope.  You can bring your Statement of Intent Card with you to drive thru 
communion drop off, mail you card to the office, or fill it out online at 
www.alcws.org/intent2021. It is especially important to have an accurate forecast for giving as 
we continue to do ministry in these unique times. Please return you card as soon as possible. 

Augsburg will offer Drive-Thru Communion next Sunday, October 4, as part of our 
Sunday worship service. We will follow the same procedures and protocols used in past 
months. Pre-registration is required. A Flocknote will be sent on Monday, September 28, with 
all of the details regarding safety and logistical protocols and how you can sign up for a time 
slot. If you have any questions, please call the church office. 

Bible study continues Tuesday, September 29 with the final week of Pastor Paul’s four-
week course, “Finding the Triune God in Scripture.” A Zoom link will be sent via Flocknote. 

Please send in your family photos for the next family directory. Email them to Kathy 
Barnes at kathy@alcws.org. If you need help with a photo, contact Shari Dominguez at 
sdominguez@triad.rr.com. 

Dessert with Pastor Lori continues this evening from 7:30-8:15 p.m. A Zoom Room has 
been set up so that members from our congregation can click on the link sent out via 
Flocknote. Come prepared to have some fun.  

Altar Flower Dedications. Thank you to everyone who contributes to the beautiful altar 
flowers each week. If you are interested in dedicating flowers as a memorial or in honor of a 
loved one, please call the church office for more information. We currently have open slots for 
Nov. 22, and 29. The total cost of both bouquets is $80. 

The Efird L. and Maria F. Hine Fund committee will meet for its Fall Quarter meeting on 
Monday, October 26, 2020 at 7:00 pm. The committee will review requests for Hine Fund grants 
and Augsburg Endowment grants at this meeting. All requests for financial grants should be 
directed to The Hine Fund and should be in the church office no later than 12 noon on 
Wednesday, October 14th.  Agendas will be ready for members to pick up in the work room on 
Sunday, October 18th.  Please call or email the Hine Fund secretary if you are unable to attend 
the meeting. The general purpose and intent of the Hine Fund is to “put into effect a ministry 
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of Christian mercy and concern in meeting human needs as the Church thinks Jesus Christ 
Himself would have them met.”  

The purpose of the Augsburg Endowment Fund is “to provide for a perpetual, segregated 
endowment fund to support the ministries of Augsburg Lutheran Church and the worldwide 
church, all in the name of Jesus Christ.  The Fund will provide members and friends of Augsburg 
an avenue to make contributions or planned gifts, which will support the Church’s ministries 
for generations.” Income from the Endowment Fund is distributed annually to support 
benevolence outside Augsburg, the Augsburg operating budget, and Augsburg capital 
improvements.  

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your 
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send them 
a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is 
336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org 

God’s work continues at Augsburg, and while we can’t gather in person, our hands can still 
help carry out that work wherever we are through our love and our resources. Because 
important ministries continue during our facilities closure, offerings can still be shared through 
any of these suggested options: drop it in the mail, use the bill pay services that your bank 
offers, or use Realm to give online. Visit our website—www.augsburglutheran-ws.org—and 
click on “Give Now” for more information. Thank you for all the ways that you support God’s 
work at Augsburg, your Stewardship Team. 

Readings for next week: Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; Philippians 3:4b-14;  

Matthew 21:33-46 

Worship attendance for services last week: 185 views on YouTube.  

Providing Service Today 

Bulletin Cover Artist       Greeters 

 Gretchen Troutman      Shari and Luis Dominguez 

Reader          Assisting Minister 

 Paul Anders        Pastor Carter 

Preaching 

 Pastor Wollner 

Quartet  

 Karen Kooken, Daniele Olsen, Timothy Olsen, Bruce Tippette 
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