
 

 

 

      
 

For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  

Isaiah 55:12 

 
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

July 12, 2020  
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel 

 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. 
It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like 
seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or 
dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread 
of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God 
 by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through 

 worship, witness, education, service and fellowship. 
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) Setting Ten 

The paraments are green during the season of Pentecost to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the 
teachings and ministry of Christ. 

 

T GATHERING T 
ACCLAMATION Timothy Olsen 

Alleluia. The word is very near to you;  
it is in your mouth and in your heart. Alleluia.  

(Deuteronomy 30:14) 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Word of God, Come Down on Earth Johann Walther 

We stand. 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the T Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy 
place and time of corporate worship. 
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GATHERING HYMN 837 Many and Great, O God LAC QUI PARLE

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   
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KYRIE 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen. 

We sit. 

WELCOME 

T WORD T 

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but 
it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the 
LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 65:9-13 Setting by Larry J. Long 
 Refrain: Your paths overflow with plenty. 
 

9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river  
             of God is full of water. 
     You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  
             themselves with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing.  R 

SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you 
are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

We stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as 
he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, 
they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen! Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 
the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, 
and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit.  

SERMON Pastor Wollner 

We stand.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY 510 Word of God, Come Down on Earth  
LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

Each portion of the prayers concludes: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

We sit. 
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T THANKSGIVING T 
OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM O Lord, Increase My Faith Henry Loosemore 
O Lord, increase my faith, strengthen me and confirm me in thy true faith; 
Endue me with wisdom, charity, and patience in all my adversities.  
Sweet Jesus, say Amen. 

We stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

      

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with 
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

T SENDING T 
BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN 550 On What Has Now Been Sown DARWALL’S 148TH 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Prelude on DARWALL’S 148TH Percy Whitlock 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

The liturgical texts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and ELW, © 1978, 1995 and 
2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658-LIT. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707232.  
All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration of their 55th wedding 
anniversary by Don and Mary Armitage. 

This week we keep in prayer Nancy Julian, 3314 Salemtowne Drive, Winston-Salem, NC 
27106. Please send Nancy a note. 

The Congregational Council met this past Thursday and made some important decisions 
regarding our community at Augsburg. A called meeting of the congregation will take place 
on Sunday, August 2, at 4:00 p.m. via Zoom and phone options. The primary purpose of 
this meeting is to consider and vote upon an Outdoor Gathering Space to be built when the 
previously planned demolition of the house on the far west end of the property occurs. Please 
save the date; you will receive further communications regarding this meeting via USPS and 
Flocknote. The Council also voted to continue the current facility policy through August 15th. 
The Council also established a Task Force to identify the needs, policies and procedures that 
need to be put in place prior to us returning to worship or other Augsburg events.  

New Intergenerational Sunday School class begins: This morning we began an eight week 
intergenerational Sunday School class exploring the challenges that our community and our 
nation currently face. You are invited to join the pastors as we explore matters related to 
racism, poverty, policy setting, and other issues that need to be discussed. Each week will have 
a different topic with different preparation materials. Even if you cannot be present at all 
classes, you are still welcome anytime you are available. The preparation materials for each 
week, should average about 15-30 minutes of your time prior to that Sunday morning. The 
class will take place on Sunday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.. Please email Pastor 
Paul at seniorpastor@alcws.org if you would like to participate. 

Pastor Paul’s online Bible study will continue Tuesday at 2 p.m.! Pastor Paul will lead 
week two of a three-week series called “Water, Water – Everywhere! Why Water is such a big 
part of the Scriptures.” Instructions for being part of the Bible study are sent each Monday 
via Flocknote. 

Save the date for the next Food Drive to support Christ’s Beloved Community Food 
Pantry: We will be collecting non-perishable food items on Thursday, July 30, at the same 
three locations across our community as the last time. More information will be shared via 
Flocknote and Social Media this coming week. 

Altar Flower Dedications. Thank you to everyone who contributes to the beautiful altar 
flowers each week. If you are interested in dedicating flowers as a memorial or in honor of a 
loved one, please call the church office for more information. We currently have open slots for 
Sept. 20, and Oct. 4, 11, and 18. 
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We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your 
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send them 
a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Lori is 
336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.org. 

The Efird L. and Maria F. Hine Fund committee will meet for its Summer Quarter meeting 
on Monday, July 27, 2020 at 7:00 pm. All requests for financial grants should be directed to 
The Hine Fund and should be in the church office no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, July 
15th.  Agendas will be ready for members to pick up in the Work Room on Sunday, July 19th.  
Please call or email Kris Andrews if you are unable to attend the meeting. The general purpose 
and intent of the Hine Fund is to “put into effect a ministry of Christian mercy and concern 
in meeting human needs as the Church thinks Jesus Christ Himself would have them met.” 

God’s work continues at Augsburg, and while we can’t gather in person, our hands can still 
help carry out that work wherever we are through our love and our resources. Because 
important ministries continue during our facilities closure, offerings can still be shared through 
any of these suggested options: drop it in the mail, use the bill pay services that your bank 
offers, or use Realm to give online. Visit our website—www.augsburglutheran-ws.org—and 
click on “Give Now” for more information. Thank you for all the ways that you support God’s 
work at Augsburg, your Stewardship Team. 

Readings for next week: Isaiah 44:6-8; Psalm 86:11-17; Romans 8:12-25;  
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. 

Worship attendance for services last week: 275 views on YouTube.  
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