Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who

do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”
John 9:39

Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2020
Shared on Augsburg Lutheran Church YouTube Channel

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is
the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,”
declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we
are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in
baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the
light of Christ in our daily lives.
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The mission of Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God
by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through
worship, witness, education, service and fellowship.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW)

The paraments are purple during the season of Lent. This deep rich color has come to represent somberness
and solemnity, penitence, and prayer.

-~ GATHERING T

ACCLAMATION Mark Mummert/Timothy Olsen
Jesus says, I am the light of the world;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.

(John 8:12)
PRELUDE Allegretto from Hamburger Sonate C.P.E. Bach
We stand.
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,

and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the =+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The assembly turns to face the cross as it enters the sanctuary, following the cross as we have followed Jesus into this holy
Pplace and time of corporate worship.



GATHERING HYMN 769 If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

After the prayer the assembly responds: Amen.
We sit.
WELCOME

- WORD

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can
I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say,
‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice
to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and
thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel,
“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him;
for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel,
and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was
handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the
horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23 Setting by Robert Buckley Farlee
Refrain: You anoint my head with oil.

"The Lord ! is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.
’The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
*You restore my ! soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ! fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. ¥
*You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
‘Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. ¥

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

The word of the Lotrd. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.
We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 9:1-41
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
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sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world,
I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the
man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus
made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner perform such signs?”’” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did
not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now seer” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of
the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called
the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but
we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but
he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach usr”
And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sit? Tell me, so that I may believe
in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord,
I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who
do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard
this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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We sit.

SERMON Pastor Wollner
We stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound NEW BRITAIN
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

Each portion of the prayers concludes:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them
to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We sit.
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OFFERING

< THANKSGIVING "

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Psalm 23

Text: Michael Morgan
Music: William Stevens

As faithful shepherds tend their flocks, so God will care for me;
And from God’s store of grace my needs are met abundantly.
In pastures green, by waters still, my soul new life doth take;

And in the paths of righteousness I follow for God’s sake.

When death surrounds I will not fear, God’s strength dispels my dread;

I hold God’s blessing in my heart and face my fear instead.
For as a lamb, my comfort rests upon the Shepherd’s rod,

To bring me home, wheree’er I stray into the fold of God.
A bounteous feast for me is placed in presence of my foes;

My head with oil the Lord anoints, my cup with grace o’erflows.

We stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING
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The Lord bless you ... and - give you peace. A - men.

The assembly faces the cross as it leaves the sanctuary, following the cross as we follow Jesus into the world. All remain
facing the cross for the dismissal.

12



SENDING HYMN 545 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing SICILIAN MARINERS
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DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Rondo (Presto) fromz Hamburger Sonate C.P.E. Bach

Soli Deo Gloria

The liturgical texcts and music printed in today’s bulletin are reprinted from the LBW, WOV and EI.W, © 1978, 1995 and
2006 Aungsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14658 - LIT.
Anthem texts are reprinted under OneLicense.net A — 707232

Announcements

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Eugene Sink Hill,
Sr., and Suzanne Hill Freeman, by Sue Hill.

This week we keep in prayer Mrs. Linnea Bagby, 3810 Lakeview Dr., Pfafftown, NC
27040-9533. Please send Linnea a note.

We keep you in prayer during our time apart. Our pastors continue to be available for your
pastoral care needs. If you would like to reach a pastor, please call their cell phones, send them
a text, or an email. Pastor Paul is 803-331-5970 or seniorpastor@alcws.org and Pastor Loti is
336-414-2838 or pastoralassociate@alcws.otg

Pastor Paul’s Tuesday Bible Study will continue to meet throughout our time apart.
On Monday afternoon, a flocknote will be sent out with a 1-800 number that you can call to
login to the meeting. You can also login using Zoom through your computer. We will be
studying Romans Ch. 15. Please contact the church office if you do not receive Flocknotes.

God’s work continues at Augsburg and while we can’t gather in person our hands can still
help carry out that work wherever we are through our love and our resources. Because
important ministries continue during our facilities closure, offerings can still be shared through
any of these suggested options: drop it in the mail, use the bill pay services that your bank
offers, or use Realm to give online. Visit our website—www.augsburglutheran-ws.org and
click on “Give Now” for more information. Thank you for all the ways that you support God's
work at Augsburg, your Stewardship Team.
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If you are planning on sending your child to Lutheridge or Lutherock this summer, the
Hine Fund will be able to provide up to $200 per camper to go towards camp tuition for the
2020 summer camp session. If you have any questions, contact Kris Andrews.

The Efird L. and Maria F. Hine Fund committee will meet for its Spring Quarter meeting
on Monday, April 27, 2020 at 7:00 pm. All requests for financial grants should be directed
to The Hine Fund and should be in the church office no later than 12 noon on Wednesday,
April 15th. Agendas will be ready for members to pick up in the Work Room on Sunday,
April 19th. Please call or email Kris Andrews if you are unable to attend the meeting. The
general purpose and intent of the Hine Fund is to “put into effect a ministry of Christian
mercy and concern in meeting human needs as the Church thinks Jesus Christ Himself would
have them met.”

Readings for next week: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45.

Worship attendance for services last week: 523 views on YouTube.
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Kevin Kooken
Liturgist
Bruce Tippette
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Karen Kooken, Daniele Olsen, Timothy Olsen, Bruce Tippette
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Pastor Carter
Preaching
Pastor Wollner
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